Words to live by:

Recognize that you have the courage within you to fulfill the purpose of your birth. Summon forth the power of your inner courage and live the life of your dreams.
-  Gurumayi Chidvilasananda

Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t understand.
-  Margery Williams, "The Velveteen Rabbit"

You cannot have everything. I mean, where would you put it?
-  Steven Wright

No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.
-  Calvin Coolidge

Be your own hero, it's cheaper than a movie ticket.
-  Doug Horton


It's easier to go down a hill than up, but the view is much better at the top.
-  Arnold Bennet

We turn to God for help when our foundations are shaking, only to learn that it is God who is shaking them.
-  Charles C. West

If you want to make peace, you don't talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies.
-  Moshe Dayan

Getting an idea should be like sitting down on a pin. It should make you jump up and do something.
-  E.L. Simpson

Why can't life's problems hit us when we're seventeen and know everything?
-  A.C. Jolly

Conscience is God’s presence in man.
-  Emanuel Swedenborg

I'm an idealist. I don't know where I'm going but I'm on the way.
-  Carl Sandburg

Tomorrow hopes that we have learned something from yesterday.
-  John Wayne

Truth is like the sun. You can shut it out for a time, but it ain't goin' away.
-  Elvis Presley

The way you overcome shyness is to become so wrapped up in something that you forget to be afraid.
-  Lady Bird Johnson

When you have only two pennies left in the world, buy a loaf of bread with one, and a lily with the other.
-  Chinese Proverb

The secret of getting ahead is getting started.
-  Sally Berger
This is to have succeeded:
To laugh often and much, 

to win the respect of intelligent people and affection of children;

to earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends;

to appreciate beauty, to find the best in others;

to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition;

to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived.

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Tell me whom you love, and I will tell you who you are.
-  Houssaye
Prayer is not asking for what you think you want, but asking to be changed in ways you can't imagine.
-  Kathleen Norris

The greatest pleasure I know is to do a good deed by stealth and have it found out by accident.
-  Charles Lamb

To have a right to do a thing is not at all the same as to be right in doing it.
-  G.K. Chesterton

I am only one, but I am still one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something. And because I cannot do everything I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.
-  Helen Keller

There are two kinds of people: those who do the work, and those who take the credit. Try to be in the first group; there is less competition there.
-  Indira Gandhi

You can make more friends in a month by being interested in them than in ten years by trying to get them interested in you.
-  Charles Allen

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.
-  Margaret Mead

Duct tape is like The Force. It has a light side, a dark side, and it holds the universe together.
-  Carl Zwanzig

When you put your hand to the plow, you can't put it down until you get to the end of the row.
-  Alice Paul

Great Spirit, help me never to judge another until I have walked in his moccasins.
-  Sioux Indian prayer

More people would learn from their mistakes if they weren't so busy denying them.
-  Harold J. Smith

When solving problems, dig at the roots instead of just hacking at the leaves.
-  Anthony J. D'Angelo

I keep my ideals, because in spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart.
-  Anne Frank

Even God doesn't plan to judge a man till the end of his days, why should you and I?
-  Unknown

O righteous Father, the world has not known thee, but I have known thee; and these know that thou hast sent me. I made known to them thy name, and I will make it known, that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
John 17:25-26

To err is human, but when the eraser wears out ahead of the pencil, you're overdoing it.
-  Josh Jenkins
You can't keep blaming yourself. Just blame yourself once, and move on.
-  Homer Simpson
Each day comes bearing its own gifts. Untie the ribbons.
-  Ruth Ann Schabacker

Wrinkles should merely indicate where the smiles have been.
-  Mark Twain

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.
-  Herm Albright

When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left and I could say, "I used everything that you gave me."
-  Erma Bombeck

I wish I could show you, when you are lonely or in darkness, the astonishing Light of your own Being.
-  Hafiz

If you look at zero you see nothing;
but look through it and you will see the world.
-  Robert Kaplan

Give me a fruitful error anytime, full of seeds, bursting with its own corrections.
-  Vilfredo Pareto

There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face.
-  Ben Williams

Half an hour's meditation each day is essential, except when you are busy. Then a full hour is needed.
-  St. Francis de Sales

When you learn not to want things so badly, life comes to you.
-  Jessica Lange

We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.
-  Winston Churchill

The only people to get even with are those who have helped you.
-  Anonymous

Treat your friends as you do your pictures, and place them in their best light.
-  Jennie Jerome Churchill

If you can dream it, you can do it.
-  Walt Disney

If you find in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.
-  Maya Angelou

Think for yourself and let others enjoy the privilege of doing so too.
-  Voltaire

Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing that nobody's going to know whether you did it or not.
-  Oprah Winfrey

Every time we open our mouths, men look into our minds.
-  Anonymous

It is not the cards you are dealt but what you do with them that counts.
-  Anonymous

To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong romance.
-  Oscar Wilde

Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work.
-  Aristotle

Minds are like parachutes - they only function when open.
-  Thomas Dewey

The fragrance always stays in the hand that gives the rose.
-  Hadia Bejar

It's not whether you get knocked down, it's whether you get back up. 
-  Vince Lombardi

When you carry out acts of kindness you get a wonderful feeling inside. It is as though something inside your body responds and says, yes, this is how I ought to feel.
-  Rabbi Harold Kushner

Adversity introduces a man to himself.
-  Anonymous

When you arise in the morning, give thanks for the morning light, for your life and strength. Give thanks for your food, and the joy of living. If you see no reason for giving thanks, the fault lies with yourself.
-  Tecumseh, Shawnee Chief

Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.
-  Warren Buffet

You can tell more about a person by what he says about others than you can by what others say about him.
-  Leo Aikman

Clear your mind of can’t.
-  Samuel Johnson

The giant oak is an acorn that held its ground.
-  Anonymous

The state of your life is nothing more than a reflection of your state of mind.
-  Dr. Wayne Dyer

Every man is the architect of his own fortune.
-  Sallust

No bird soars too high, if he soars with his own wings.
-  William Blake

To see things in the seed, that is genius.
-  Lao-Tzu

If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.
-  Booker T. Washington

The beginning is the most important part of any work.
-  Plato

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.
-  Thomas A. Edison

The man who removes a mountain begins by carrying away small stones.
-  William Faulkner

The wishbone will never replace the backbone.
-  Will Henry

First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.
-  Mahatma Gandhi

There are no more hours in a bad day than in a good one!
-  Unknown

We are not human beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beingshaving a human experience.
-Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
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Tough times never last, tough people do.
-Robert Schuller 


Memory is a child walking along the seashore. You never can tell what small pebble it will pick up and store away among its treasured things.
-Pierce Harris 

Service is the rent you pay for room on this planet.
-Shirley Chisholm 

What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family.
-Mother Teresa 

Too many people spend money they haven't earned to buy things they don’t want to impress people they don’t like.
-Will Rogers 

Learn as if you were going to live forever. Live as if you were going to die tomorrow.
-Mahatma Gandhi 
Keep your fears to yourself, but share your inspiration with others.
-Robert Louis Stevenson 

Whenever you see darkness, there is extraordinary opportunity for the light to burn brighter.
-Bono 

A real friend never gets in your way - unless you happen to be on the way down.
-Dr. Wayne Dyer 

The race is not always to the swift, but to those who keep on running.
-Anonymous 

If I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in vain.
-Emily Dickinson 

Love wholeheartedly, be surprised, give thanks and praise--then you will discover the fullness of your life.
-Brother David Steindl-Rast 

Change your thoughts, and you change your world.
-Norman Vincent Peale 

Be who you are and say what you feel because those who mind don't matter and those who matter don't mind.
-Dr. Seuss 

Everyone's a star and deserves the right to twinkle.
-Marilyn Monroe 

Courage is not the towering oak that sees storms come and go; it is the fragile blossom that opens in the snow.
-Alice Mackenzie Swaim 

Ultimately, it is through serving others that we become fully human.
-Marsha Sinetar 

There is in the worst of fortune the best of chances for a happy change.
-Euripides 

The best portion of a good man’s life: his little, nameless unremembered acts of kindness and love.
-William Wordsworth 

Once in a century a man may be ruined or made insufferable by praise. But surely once in a minute something generous dies for want of it.
-John Masefield 

Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time; what we really want is for things to remain the same but get better.
-Sydney J. Harris 

Self-discipline is when your conscience tells you to do something and you don’t talk back.
-W.K. Hope 

The love of our neighbor in all its fullness simply means being able to say to him, "What are you going through?"
-Simone Weil 

The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.
-William James 

You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.
-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Old age, to the unlearned, is winter; to the learned, it’s harvest time.
-Yiddish saying 

When love and skill work together, expect a masterpiece.
-John Ruskin 

Laughter is the closest thing to the grace of God.
-Karl Barth 

Don’t let the fear of striking out hold you back.
-Babe Ruth 

The place to improve the world is first in one's own heart and head and hands.
-Robert M. Pirsig 

A coward is incapable of exhibiting love; it is the prerogative of the brave.
-Mohandas Gandhi 

If there is any kindness I can show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow human being, let me do it now, and not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way again.
-William Penn 

When eating a fruit, think of the person who planted the tree.
-Vietnamese saying 

It isn't the mountain ahead that wears you out – it's the grain of sand in your shoe.
-Robert Service 

The best way to knock the chip off your neighbor’s shoulder is to pat him on the back.
-Unknown 

Leadership is doing what is right when no one is watching.
-George Van Valkenburg 

The ultimate test of a man’s conscience may be his willingness to sacrifice something today for future generations whose words of thanks will not be heard.
-Gaylord Nelson 

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.
-Eleanor Roosevelt 

In the New Year, may your right hand always be stretched out in
friendship, never in want.
-Irish toast 

The more I think about it, the more I realize there is nothing more artistic than to love others
-Vincent Van Gogh 

Nothing shows a man's character more than what he laughs at.
-Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 


It pays to know the enemy - not least because at some time you may have the opportunity to turn him into a friend.
-Margaret Thatcher
One of the secrets of a long and fruitful life is to forgive everybody, everything, every night before you go to bed.
-Bernard M. Baruch
Laughter is an instant vacation.
-Milton Berle
We can do no great things…only small things with great love.
-Mother Teresa 

If you yourself are at peace, then there is at least some peace in the world.
-Thomas Merton 

A man is a success if he gets up in the morning and gets to bed at night, and in between he does what he wants to do.
-Bob Dylan 

Friends are like melons. Shall I tell you why? To find a good one, you must a hundred try.
-Claude Mermet 

Freedom is nothing else but a chance to be better.
-Albert Camus 

A person without a sense of humor is like a wagon without springs --jolted by every pebble in the road.
-Henry Ward Beecher 

I have found that if you love life, life will love you back.
-Arthur Rubenstein 

Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.
-Scott Adams 

You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people than you can in two years by trying to get other people interested in you.
-Dale Carnegie

He who wants a rose must respect the thorn.
-Persian proverb 


Keep away from small people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do that, but the really great make you feel that you, too, can become great.
-Mark Twain 

We all live with the objective of being happy; our lives are all different and yet the same.
-Anne Frank 

Education is when you read the fine print. Experience is what you get if you don't.
-Pete Seeger 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.
-Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.
-Dolly Parton 

There are no shortcuts to any place worth going.
-Beverly Sills 

To be wronged is nothing unless you continue to remember it.
-Confucius 

Hearing is one of the body's five senses. But listening is an art.
-Frank Tyger 

Some people think it's holding on that makes one strong; sometimes it's letting go.
-Sylvia Robinson 

If you won't be better tomorrow than you were today, then what do you need tomorrow for?
-Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.
-Unknown 

Whoever can see through all fear will always be safe.
-Tao Te Ching 

There is always a certain peace in being what one is, in being that completely.
-Ugo Betti 

In the case of good books, the point is not to see how many of them you can get through, but how many can get through to you.
-Mortimer J. Adler 

Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish we didn't.
-Erica Jong 

I am always doing things I can't do; that's how I get to do them.
-Pablo Picasso 

Here is a test to find whether your mission on earth is finished: If you're alive, it isn't.
-Richard Bach 

Just because a man lacks the use of his eyes doesn’t mean he lacks vision.
-Stevie Wonder 

Good habits are as easy to form as bad ones.
-Tim McCarver 

You give 100 percent in the first half of the game, and if that isn't enough, in the second half you give what's left.
-Yogi Berra 

The best place to find a helping hand is at the end of your own arm.
-Swedish Proverb 

If you treat every situation as a life-and-death matter, you’ll die a lot of times.
-Dean Smith 

Happiness is a way station between too little and too much.
-Channing Pollock 

Worrying about something that may never happen is like paying interest on money you may never borrow.
-Unknown 

Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood.
-Marie Curie 

Ability is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude determines how well you do it.
-Lee Holz 

Selfishness may be sweet only for oneself, but no harmony of the whole can come from it.
-Tenrikyo Osashizu 

Maturity is the ability to do a job whether or not you are supervised, to carry money without spending it, and to bear an injustice without wanting to get even.
-Ann Landers 

Go out into the world today and love the people you meet. Let your presence light new light in the hearts of people.
-Mother Teresa 

He who forgives ends the quarrel.
-African proverb 

Action springs not from thought, but from a readiness for responsibility.
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Why not go out on a limb? That's where the fruit is.
-Will Rogers 

Some pursue happiness, others create it.
-Anonymous 

It's never crowded along the extra mile.
-Wayne Dyer 

My advice to you is not to inquire why or whither, but just to enjoy your ice cream while it's on your plate.
-Thornton Wilder 


Yesterday is history, Tomorrow is a mystery, Today is a gift. That's why it is called the present.
-Unknown 

Love truth, but pardon error.
-Voltaire 

If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion.
-Dalai Lama 

We are not here to be successful. We are here to be faithful.
-Mother Teresa 

Your most unhappy customers are your greatest source of learning.
-Bill Gates 

I try to avoid looking forward or backward, and try to keep looking upward.
-Charlotte Bronte 

There are victories of the soul and spirit. Sometimes, even if you lose, you win.
-Elie Wiesel 
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Unblest is he who thinks himself unblest.
-Seneca 
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Love wholeheartedly, be surprised, give thanks and praise--then you will discover the fullness of your life.
-Brother David Steindl-Rast 

